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84% responded they would 

adopt this database as a tool for 

selecting plants after attending 

a 1-hour webinar.

– MN Nursery & Landscape Association                 

February 2016.

RIGHT PLANT, RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT PURPOSE
The Plant Elements of Design Plant Selection Program

Julie Weisenhorn, Extension Educator - Horticulture

Sustainable landscape design focuses 

on long-lived plants that thrive in their 

growing conditions. Too often, 

gardeners are wow’d by the visual 

aesthetics of a plant and neglect to 

take into account the optimal growing 

requirements. The Plant Elements of 

Design plant selection program was 

developed over 15 years and 

incorporates the knowledge and 

experience of Extension faculty, 

experienced gardening educators, and 

industry professionals. The new version 

of the tool (released 2015) creates a list 

of acceptable plants for site conditions 

and use based on 19 different plant 

characteristic and 

site categories 

such as plant type, 

soil, texture, seasonal interest, size, 

sun/shade, design and landscape use.











1. IDENTIFY 

desired plant 

features and 

growing 

conditions that 

match your site 

characteristics.

3. RESULTS

A list of plants with 

matching criteria

http://landscapeplants.extension.umn.edu/

The Plant Elements of Design 
• Is a tool for selecting plants based 

on matching their characteristics to 

the site 

• Is available online at the U of MN 

Extension website

• Free to all users

• Includes a blog with user tips and an 

online manual

Intended Audiences

Who: Students, educators, landscape 

designers and architects, Master 

Gardeners, home gardeners, 

nurseries and garden centers, and 

landscape firms

Where: USDA hardiness zone 4 and 

surrounding areas

Getting the word out: Over the first 9 

months, 361 adult learners attended 8 

educational sessions about plant 

selection featuring the Plant Elements 

of Design.

4. VIEW specific plant 

data & images; images 

may be downloaded

5. BUILD plant lists
• SELECT desired 

plants 

• EXPORT selected 

plants to start building 

your plant list

6. PRINT
• Plant data sheets; 

spreadsheet for 

design plant keys and 

project planning

Free image 

download

2. SEARCH

http://landscapeplants.extension.umn.edu/

